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Description: The name ‘Disney’ is commonly employed to identify the ‘shallow’ and ‘popular’ aspects of the 
American way of life. It stands for an idealistic – perhaps even escapist – approach to culture that accentuates 
traditional values and embellishes the romantic dimensions of human (and oftentimes animal) relationships. 
Since the 1990s, the term ‘Disneyfication’ has been used by scholars to describe the transformation of society 
into a giant spectacle, consisting of theme parks and superficial entertainment. The spectrum of Disney films 
(and productions associated with or financed by Disney) is much wider than many movie-goers suspect; it 
includes animated cartoons (e.g., Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 1937; Fantasia, 1940; Mulan, 1998; 
Ratatouille, 2007; Up, 2009; Frozen, 2013; and Inside Out, 2015), sci-fi flicks (Tron, 1982), musicals (Mary 
Poppins, 1964), as well as documentaries (The Living Desert, 1951) and even avant-garde films (The Straight 
Story, 1999). While looking at some crucial Disney productions, we will also examine archetypal characters such 
as Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck with regard to their development on screen/television, discuss crucial topics 
in Disney movies (e.g., race, class, gender, and nation) as well as scrutinize the phenomenon of ‘Disneyland.’ 

 

Primary Texts (Chronological order) 

Steamboat Willie. Produced by Walt Disney. 1928.  

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Produced by Walt Disney. 1937. 

Fantasia. “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”. Produced by Walt Disney and Ben Sharpsteen. 1940. 

Pinocchio. Produced by Walt Disney. 1940. 

Dumbo. Produced by Walt Disney. 1941. 

Bambi. Produced by Walt Disney. 1942. 

Saludos Amigos. Produced by Norman Ferguson. 1942. 

The Fuehrer’s Face. Produced by Walt Disney. 1943. 

The Three Caballeros. Produced by Walt Disney. 1944. 

Cinderella. Produced by Walt Disney. 1950. 

Alice in Wonderland. Produced by Walt Disney. 1951. 

The Living Desert. Produced by Walt Disney Productions. 1953. 

Peter Pan. Produced by Walt Disney. 1953. 

Lady and the Tramp. Produced by Erdmann Penner. 1955. 

Sleeping Beauty. Produced by Ken Peterson. 1959. 

One Hundred and One Dalmatians. Produced by Walt Disney. 1961. 

The Jungle Book. Produced by Walt Disney. 1967. 

The Aristocats. Produced by Winston Hibler et al. 1970.  
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Robin Hood. Produced by Wolfgang Reitherman. 1973. 

The Black Hole. Produced by Ron Miller. 1979. 

The Fox and the Hound. Produced by Ron Miller. 1981. 

Oliver & Company. Produced by Kathleen Gavin. 1988. 

The Little Mermaid. Produced by Howard Ashman et al. 1989. 

Aladdin. Produced by Ron Clements. 1992. 

Pocahontas. Produced by James Pentecost. 1995. 

Mulan. Produced by Howard Ashman and John Musker. 1998. 

The Jungle Book 2. Produced by Christopher Chase. 2003. 

Ratatouille. Produced by John Lasseter et al. 2007. 

What Would Jesus Buy?. Dir. Rob Van Alkemade. 2007. 

The Princess and the Frog. Produced by Peter Del Vecho. 2009. 

Up. Produced by John Lasseter et al. 2009. 

Brave. Produced by Pete Docter et al. 2012. 

Frozen. Produced by Peter Del Vecho et al. 2013. 

Moana. Produced by Osnat Shurer . 2016. 

Zootopia. Produced by Clark Spencer. 2016. 
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Homogeneity.” The Florida Historical Quarterly, vol. 81, no. 1, 2002, pp. 44–67. JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/30147614. 

Best, Joel, and Kathleen S. Lowney. “The Disadvantage of a Good Reputation: Disney as a 

Target for Social Problems Claims.” The Sociological Quarterly, vol. 50, no. 3, 2009, pp. 

431–449. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/40220139. 

BOONE, ANDREW R. “When Mickey Mouse Speaks.” Scientific American, vol. 148, no. 3, 

1933, pp. 146–147., www.jstor.org/stable/24966180. 

Brocklebank, Lisa. “Disney's ‘Mulan’—the ‘True’ Deconstructed Heroine?” Marvels & Tales, 

vol. 14, no. 2, 2000, pp. 268–283. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/41388562. 



Bronner, Simon J. “The Americanization of the Brothers Grimm.” Following Tradition, 

University Press of Colorado, 1998, pp. 184–236. JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt46nqtf.9. 

Bruce, Alexander M. “The Role of the ‘Princess’ in Walt Disney's Animated Films: Reactions 
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www.jstor.org/stable/23416195. 

Bukatman, Scott. “There's Always Tomorrowland: Disney and the Hypercinematic 

Experience.” October, vol. 57, 1991, pp. 55–78. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/778872. 

Byrne, Eleanor, and Martin McQuillan. "Walt Disney's Ape-man: Race, Writing and 

Humanism." New Formations 43 (2001): 103-116. 

Chambers, Dewey W. “The ‘Disney Touch’ and the Wonderful World of Children's Literature.” 

Elementary English, vol. 43, no. 1, 1966, pp. 50–52. JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/41385938. 

Charania, Moon, and Wendy Simonds. “The Princess and the Frog.” Contexts, vol. 9, no. 3, 

2010, pp. 69–71. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/41960783. 

Clague, Mark. “Playing in 'Toon: Walt Disney's ‘Fantasia’ (1940) and the Imagineering of 

Classical Music.” American Music, vol. 22, no. 1, 2004, pp. 91–109. JSTOR, 
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