
Be a Man! 
    American Masculinities from Romanticism  

 to Postmodern Writing 

Room: SR 34.D2 (Attemsgasse 25, Top Floor)  

Time: Wednesday, 15:15-16:45   

Course number: ENP.01028UB  

Lecturer: Univ.-Prof. Dr. Stefan Brandt      

Email: stefan.brandt@uni-graz.at  

Office hours: Thur, 4-6 p.m. (digital office hours)     

Course tutor: Veronika Rom (veronika.rom@uni-graz.at)  
 
Description:  “Nobody was born a man,“ the American writer Norman Mailer once quipped. “Manhood was 
earned, provided you were good enough, bold enough.” The ideal of ‘hard-boiled masculinity’ can be traced 
back to the early days of the U.S. republic, in key concepts such as the ‘self-made man’ and the ‘frontier hero.’ 
This course will examine literary representations of manhood and critically discuss discourses of masculinity in 
a wide range of texts by major American writers from the romanticist era to postmodernism. Depictions of 
male heroes (or antiheroes, for that matter), such as Leatherstocking, Uncle Tom, and Huck Finn reveal much 
about the intricate processes of cultural self-fashioning in the States.  
 Themes to be scrutinized include: ideologies of normative manliness and racialized masculinity; 
misogyny and homophobia; queer masculinity. The seminar discusses questions such as the following: How is 
the dogma “Be a man!” negotiated and acted out in key works of American literature? How have 
representations of masculinities changed or even transformed over the centuries? Which forms of masculinity 
have lost significance? Which have assumed relevance? Our interpretations of crucial texts – including works 
written by James Fenimore Cooper, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Jack London, Ernest 
Hemingway, Arthur Miller, James Baldwin, James Dickey, Annie Proulx, and T.C. Boyle – will be embedded into 
the theoretical frameworks of social theory, gender and feminist theory, as well as masculinity studies.   
 
Teaching and Learning Method: This is an interactive course. Participation in group discussions as well as 
contributions to the discussion forums on the Moodle course site will be part of the final grade. Students will 
organize expert sessions for each meeting, using questions, games, illustrations, video clips, and group work as 
didactic tools.  
 
Materials: All relevant texts will be made available in excerpts on Moodle. Be prepared to purchase a few 
books for further investigation. 

 

Assessment: 

A.) Regular attendance (no more than 2 absences!), active participation, and at least seven 
substantiated entries in the Moodle discussion forum (1/3) (not including your own session); 

B.) Expert Session, Handout, and Revised Presentation (to be held in class and then uploaded 
onto the Moodle course site) (1/3); 

C.) 2-page research proposal plus 12-15-page final paper (5,000 – 6,000 words, including title 
page, table of contents, and bibliography). Please use templates on Moodle!  (1/3). 

Note: You need to pass each section to pass the whole course. 
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A.) REGULAR ATTENDANCE, CLASS, PARTICIPATION, AND MOODLE DISCUSSION FORUM   

Regular attendance and active participation in class sessions are crucial to the success 
of the course. Absences must be explained in writing, preferably prior to class. No more 
than two absences are allowed. You are expected to be present in our meetings, not 
only having read the assigned material, but also prepared to fully engage with the 
material, ask questions, offer perceptive interpretations, and even argue for your way 
of reading the text at hand. Note: There might be pop quizzes (i.e., unannounced tests 
at the beginning of a session) to check whether you have read the materials. 

You need to post at least seven substantial entries in the Moodle discussion forum. Make sure 
you are well informed before answering the three discussion questions: Read the required text. 
Conduct some additional online research according to your own research interests. When making an 
entry, refer to useful materials you found on the internet (clips, articles, etc.). Ideally, you will also 
respond to other entries already uploaded by other students. 

B.) EXPERT SESSION, REVISED PRESENTATION, AND HANDOUT  

As an expert, you will prepare three short questions for the discussion forum, focusing on 
composition, background, and effect in the main text (to be uploaded 6 days in advance), 
potentially together with links to clips or images. Show your discussion questions to me 
1 week before your session (or send them to me via email)! 

In class, you can start with some essential information on the topic (look at the 
keywords on the syllabus first), then pose questions to trigger a lively discussion. Choose 
examples related to the topic of the session that you can discuss in class (for example, in 
group work). Be interactive. Show images and clips, launch a game, pick up questions. Do 
not stick to your schedule too much! 

Revise your presentation carefully after the session and upload it together with a handout (3 pages) 
on Moodle within one week after the session!     

C.) RESEARCH PROPOSAL AND FINAL PAPER  

The research proposal (2 pages), containing a basic outline for your final paper, is 
due around mid-term. Look for the exact date in the course agenda below. The form 
for the research proposal is available on Moodle. You need to upload it, together 
with an editable Google docs version (of that same research proposal), in the ‘upload 
section’ for research proposals on Moodle. 

Important: Insert the link to the Google docs version in the comment function to your 
posting on Moodle. Do not (!) put the link somewhere in the document itself! 

The final paper (max. 15 pages, including title page, table of contents, and bibliography, 5,000 – 6,000 
words) should be uploaded (together with an editable Google Docs version) in the respective forum 
on Moodle. 

Insert the link to the Google docs version in the comment function to your posting on Moodle. 
Do not (!) put the link somewhere in the document itself! 

The final paper should show your name and email address, the course title, the instructor’s 
name, the date of submission, and the number of words. Primary and secondary sources need to be 
cited according to the Uni Graz guidelines for style and format. The deadline for submission of the final 
paper is Monday, 18 July, 2022. Keep in mind: A good paper is a finished paper. There is no extension 
of this deadline. 

 



Syllabus 

16 March Masculinities in America – An Introduction 
Basic texts:  
 Michael Kimmel, excerpts from Manhood in America (2012).1   
 E. Anthony Rotundo, excerpts from American Manhood (1993). 
Keywords: Binary; Making of Manhood; Self-Made Man; Social Construction.  

23 March Manliness and the New Republic  
- Washington Irving  

Main text (reading required):  
Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” (1819). 

Additional text (optional):  
 Washington Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (1819) 
Keywords: American Revolution; Sleepwalking; Virago Image. 

30 March Gothic Manhood and Romanticist Ideals  
- Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe 

Main text (reading required):  
Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Birthmark” (1843). 

Additional text (optional):  
 Edgar Allan Poe, “The Man of the Crowd” (1840) 
 Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Rappaccini’s Daughter” (1846). 
Keywords: Beauty Ideals; Gothic; Illness; Romanticism; Urban Masculinity.   

27 April Ecomasculinities and the Role of Nature  
- Henry David Thoreau and Walt Whitman  
 Main text (reading required):  

 Henry D. Thoreau, from Walden, or, Life in the Woods (1854) and “Walking” (1862). 
Additional texts (optional):  
 Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself” (1855/1892). 
 Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Self-Reliance” (1841).  
 Herman Melville, excerpts from Moby-Dick (1851). 
Keywords: Ecomasculinity/ies; Forest; Mother Nature; Self-Made Man.  

4 May Frontier Masculinity: Regeneration through Violence  
- Bret Harte and James Fenimore Cooper 

Main text (reading required):  
 Bret Harte, “The Luck of Roaring Camp” (1868). 
Additional texts (optional):  
 James Fenimore Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans (1826).  
 Mark Twain, Roughing It (1872). 
Keywords: Frontier; Gunfighter Nation; Homosocial Bonding; Leatherstocking; Violence.  

11 May War and Manliness: Heroic Ideals and Literary Masculinity  
- Stephen Crane and Tim O’Brien 

Main text (reading required):  
 Stephen Crane, excerpts from The Red Badge of Courage (1895). 
Additional text (optional):  
 Tim O’Brien, short stories from The Things They Carried (1990).  
Keywords: Color Imagery; Courage; Cowardice; Heroism; 

Impressionism; Jingoism; Naturalism; Veterans; War.    

 

18 May Academic Writing – Preparation of Research Proposal and Final Paper 
Important! Bring a draft version of your research proposal to this session! 

 
1 All print texts are available on Moodle.   
 



Have the following three sections prepared: Working title / Research Questions / Main thesis  

25 May Male Animalism and the Masculine Primitive  
- Jack London and Edgar Rice Burroughs 

 Main text (reading required):  
 Jack London, excerpts from The Sea-Wolf (1904). 

 Additional text (optional):  
Edgar Rice Burroughs, excerpts from Tarzan of the Apes (1914).  

 Keywords: Animal Imagery; Darwinism; Male Primitivism; (Over-)Civilization; Wolf-Motif. 

1 June (Hyper-)Masculinity and the Castration Complex  
- Ernest Hemingway and James Dickey  

Main text (reading required):  
Ernest Hemingway, “The Short, Happy Life of Francis Macomber” (1936). 

Additional text (optional):  
James Dickey, excerpts from Deliverance (1970). 

Keywords: ‘Africa’; Castration Complex; Emasculation; Hunting; Hyper-Masculinity; Modernism.   

8 June Heteronormative Male Sexuality: Life Writing and Toxic Masculinity  
- Henry Miller and Philip Roth   

Main text (reading required):  
 Henry Miller, excerpts from The Tropic of Cancer (1934).  

  Additional texts (optional):  
 Philip Roth, excerpts from Portnoy’s Complaint (1969). 
 Henry Miller, excerpts from Sexus (1949). 
Keywords: Autobiography; Exhibitionism; Paris; Promiscuity; Sexuality; Toxic Masculinity. 

15 June Black Masculinities: Disempowerment, Specters, Stereotypes  
- James Baldwin and Ralph Ellison  

  Main text (reading required):  
 James Baldwin, “Going to Meet the Man” (1965).  
Additional text (optional):  
 Ralph Ellison, excerpts from Invisible Man (1952).  
Keywords: Disempowerment; ‘Grotesque’; Racial Stereotyping; Systemic Racism; White Fear.    

22 June Queer Masculinities and the Subversion of Norms  
- Annie Proulx and Paul Monette   

Main text (reading required):  
 Annie Proulx, “Brokeback Mountain” (1997).  
Additional texts (optional):  
 Paul Monette, excerpts from Becoming a Man (1992). 
 Cat Sebastian, excerpts from It Takes Two to Tumble (2017).  
Keywords: Gay Writing; Homophobia; Normativity; Queerness; Visibility.    

29 June Alternative Masculinities and New Father Figures  
- Daniel Wallace and John Irving   

Main text (reading required):  
 Daniel Wallace, excerpts from Big Fish (1998). 
Additional text (optional):  
 John Irving, excerpts from The World According to Garp (1978). 
Keywords: Father Figure; ‘Iron John’; Magic Realism; Mother-

Motif; Postmodernism; Promise Keepers.    
 

DUE DATE 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

FINAL PAPER 

DUE DATE:  18 July, 2022 


