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CLIL teacher training - Empowerment and challenges perceived by pre-service teachers
In our globalized world, there is an increase of bilingual education and Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) classes impacting the ways foreign languages are taught. While extensive research has been dedicated to the impact of CLIL, comparatively little consideration has been given to the teachers conducting these lessons. Yet, CLIL teacher education needs to be given more empirical attention, as Wolff suggests, “every teacher should be educated, in fact, as a CLIL teacher” (2012: 107). The aim of this presentation is to discuss the development of pre-service teachers’ emerging identities as well as the processes of coping with the dual responsibility of teaching content and language in a systematic and principled way. The study that will be presented traces the development of 18 pre-service teachers, who are finishing their teaching degree in English and another content subject (e.g. history, physics, geography), in a university-based CLIL teacher-training seminar. Some pre-service teachers also participated in the second part of the study, a new school-university partnership, in which they put their ideas and materials into practice. Data were collected through 72 reflective journals entries, 18 autobiographical statements and nine interviews. In my presentation, I will provide an overview of the CLIL teacher-training course and share some methodological insights. This explorative study aims at answering the following questions: 
In what ways do pre-service teachers’ identities and attitudes develop within the context of a university-based CLIL teacher training course? 

What motivates and demotivates pre-service teachers when preparing CLIL lessons?

What challenges and predicaments do pre-service teachers encounter when conducting their first CLIL lesson and how do they cope with these challenges?
By examining pre-service  teachers’ experiences in designing and teaching CLIL lessons and investigating their attitudes, self-efficacy beliefs, motivation, expectations and experience it is hoped that we gain a better understanding of the process of becoming a CLIL teacher. 
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